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I Have A Dream

X/BRAEESHEERSTE 20125 XFAITEAZRIN SXEE

Ladies and gentlemen,

Good morning. It’s my honor to deliver a
speech here. I am Zhao Zhougqi. The title of my
speech is “I have a dream”.

Yes, [ had a dream when [ was a little boy.

I was born in a faraway village in Longxian
county, Shanxi Province. The scenery there is
really beautiful in my eyes. But to my grandpar-
ents and parents, life in the village is really hard.
Year after year, they are farming in the barren
fields. They always work hard in the burning sun-
shine in summer. However, autumns always let
them down and can’t bring them good harvest.
Their endless pains only paid off a few gains. So I
dreamed to leave there as a little boy.

One day, I pointed to a mountain and asked my
father,” Dad, what’s behind the mountain?” “My
son, it is still another mountain.” he answered with
a sigh. I felt puzzled. But I still expected that a
miracle would happen. I closed my eyes and hoped
I would see something different when I opened
eyes again. I prayed in my heart and waited for a
long time. But to my disappointment, when I
opened my eyes again, | searched around and
found nothing but mountains. I wanted to cry but I
didn’t know why. Many years later, I realize that
the mountains not only blind my eyes to look out,
but also blind my mind to go far away. That’s
really terrible.

In the fifth year of primary school, I met an im-
portant person in my life. He is Mr. Guo, who was
my math teacher as well as class teacher. He was
young and handsome. He was good at teaching
and it seemed that math problems became interest-
ing and easy in his class. He was patient, kind and

caring. Sometimes we played basketball together
after school. I was a little afraid of teachers before.
But I found he was different, just like an elder
brother. All of my classmates liked him. He made
me believe that teaching is a good thing, which is
full of fun and miracle. However, for some reason
he left the school on a sunny morning in June. We
cried, but tears couldn’t make him stay. Before he
left, he gave each of us a notebook as a gift. On the
first page of the notebook given to me he wrote”
You are a promising boy. Keep trying.” Because
of him, I gave up many bad habits and work hard
in school. I told Mr. Guo in my heart” I will be a
teacher like you when I grow up.”

After many years’ hard working, with the help
of so many teachers, from the primary school to
the senior middle school, I won a admission ticket

to a normal university at last.

Four years later, I become a teacher and work in
Caojiawan Junior Middle School, which is a rural
boarding school with over 900 students in
Longxian county. When I stand in front of the
class, looking at those hungry eyes for knowledge,
I couldn’t help thinking of the little boy many
years ago, that was me. I just want to tell Mr. Guo
”Thank you for your encouragement. I did it. I got
it. Thank you.”

Today as a teacher, I still have a dream. It is
also a dream deeply rooted in more than 800 mil-
lion rural peoples’ heart.

I have a dream that students in rural schools can
enjoy the same educational resources as students
in urban schools. Their school buildings are also
safe and beautiful. Their classrooms are bright and
modern as those of urban schools. They have more
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chances of doing science experiments in labs.
Their PE classes will not be cancelled because of
the muddy playground after rain. A talented girl’s
dream of being a singer shouldn’t be regarded im-
practical due to lack of professional music teacher.
Their gifts should not be wasted due to no profes-
sional teachers.

I have a dream that rural students can go to
school happily without worrying about the long
way to school. More than half of the rural primary
schools were canceled in the past 10 years. It’s OK
to shut down those faraway schools with a few
students. But what we do should aim at improving
the rural education instead of resulting in difficul-
ties for rural students and their parents. Pupils
needn’t get up at 5 to walk to school. They can
also take safe school buses. There shouldn’t be one
student who drop out of school just because it is
too far away from his home.

I have a dream that those left-behind children
and those migrant children can all receive a good
education. Those left-behind children should be
taken good care of instead of being regarded as
abandonees. A little boy who is left at home can
have more time to stay with his parents, who are
migrant workers in a big city. He needn’t count the
days just expecting the coming of the Spring Festi-
val, when parents come back. It’s a problem when
children say that they miss their parents very
much. It’s a disaster if they tell you they don’t
miss their parents at all. Those migrant children
can also receive a good education in big cities as
those urban children. They shouldn’t be regarded
as intruders into the city, because their parents also
make contributions to the city as a cleaner, waiter,
security guard or construction worker. I hope when
migrant workers work hard outside home, their
children can study well in school. No migrant chil-
dren may be refused by urban schools just because
of their birthplace.

I have a dream that rural students can also hold
their beautiful future in mind. They can have a
broad vision and know what they want, who they
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want to be at an early age. They can have many
dreams such as being a reporter, an engineer, an
actor, a scientist, etc. more than just to be a mi-
grant worker, make money, get married, have
baby, then be a migrant worker again. In their
dreams, there are also good teachers to guide them,
to help them, to encourage them on their way to

realizing their dreams.

I have a dream that rural teachers can live a
good and healthy life. I hope they can spare more
time to rest and look after their family. They
shouldn’t work hard both at school and in fields to
make a living. I hope they can have more opportu-
nities to accept such kind of good training in fu-
ture. I also hope we Chinese Red Cross could learn
from Singapore Red Cross to care about rural edu-
cation instead of arguing about Guo Meimesi.

I have a dream that the school becomes a place
where students can enjoy learning and grow up
happily. They shouldn’t do homework till 12
o’clock every night. They can’t be shut in class-
rooms the whole day. Students are not our pets.
They need some free time and outdoor activities.
School is not a prison or a cage, it shouldn’t be a
factory either, for students are different persons
rather than products from assembly lines. It’s a
place where students can get what they want to
know and develop their interests and abilities.
What’s more, there shouldn’t be so many examina-
tions and they shouldn’t be evaluated with one
ruler.

I have a dream. If there is a race between rural
students and urban students, I hope they can start
at the same starting line and obey the same rules.
At the finishing line, they can shake hands and say
hello to each other no matter who win the race.

One day, when my son, or daughter, points to a
mountain and asks me, “Dad, what’s behind the
mountain?”’ I will tell him, ”Good kid, it is a won-
derful world waiting for you. You will get some-
where if you work hard enough. ”

Thank you!
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